
 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY 
HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2018. 
 
Mayor Denise Lawrence called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Denise Lawrence and Council Members Joanne Bennett, Tim Schaiberger, Rusty 
Showalter, Aaron Tuttle, and Dan Weiler. 
 
Absent: Council Member Mike Jackson 
 
Other officers present: City Manager Heather Grace, Clerk/Treasurer John Dantzer, DPW Superintendent 
Mike Killackey, Wastewater Superintendent Dan Robb, Planning Chairperson Bob David, WBRC School 
Board President Scott Williams, and Police Chief Ken Walters. 
 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *. 
 

As an addition to the agenda, Manager Grace noted that the City has the opportunity to have an intern 
from the Ogemaw Heights School come in and work an hour each day and would be able to help with 
media stuff such as our cable channel and website. 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY BENNETT, TO APPROVE THE PLACEMENT OF THE 
INTERN AND ALLOW THEM ACCESS TO THE CITYS WEBSITE, TV CHANNEL, AND OTHER MEDIA 
OUTLETS. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

As another addition to the agenda, Manager Grace noted that because of the City’s involvement in 
Project Rising Tide it is eligible for a $15,000 grant to be used for energy conservation.  She noted that 
things they are looking to do is have an energy audit done on all City owned buildings and updating the 
zoning to include green energy zoning concepts.  She further noted that it was a 1005 grant and would 
be of no cost to the City 
 

MOTION BY BENNETT, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO AUTHORIZE MANAGER GRACE TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK ON THE ENERGY CONSERVATION GRANT AND SIGN ANY PAPERWORK 
NECESSARY. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 
 



 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
West Branch Rose City Area Schools Board of Education President Scott Williams presented an overview 
of what the Sinking Fund proposal on the November ballot was for.  He noted that it would help 
purchase upgrades to school security, technology, and building upgrades.  He further noted that it 
would not be used for the purchase of real estate or for athletics and that the money would be used at 
all four schools in the district. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Scott Bell addressed Council on the plans for the Iron Belle Trail route which is a bike trail that extends 
through the entire State and that they would need the City to decide on the location they would want it 
to go through the City.  He noted that once they have a designated Iron Belle Tr. route then they would 
be eligible to apply for grant funding from the State to start designing and constructing the trail. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Marcia Young addressed Council and thanked the City for their help in this year Victorian Art Fair and 
asked to use the park again next year for the fair which would be August 10th and 11th. 
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW THE VICTORIAN ART FAIR TO 
USE IRONS PARK ON AUGUST 10TH AND 11TH 2019 FOR THE VICTORIAN ART FAIR. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manager Grace updated Council on the request from the County asking for assistance from her on the 
911 Authority formation document and procedures.  She noted that upon further review of the 
agreements, she would not be needed to work on the documents but that the County would still like her 
to read them over and offer comments.  It was the consensus of Council to allow Manager Grace to read 
over the documents and offer any comments. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY TUTTULE, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING SECOND 
READING (ADOPTION) OF ORDINANCE 18-03 “WATER ORDINANCE” 

 

ORDINANCE 18-03 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 52 ENTITLED "WATER" OF THE CITY OF 

WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES. 

 
THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS: 

 



 

 

Section 52 of the City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

 
RATES AND CHARGES 
 
§ 52.34 BASIS FOR CHARGES. 
 
(A)  A properly installed water meter approved by the City shall be used to determine the amount of 
water consumed for all establishments.  Penalty, see §10.99 
 
(B)  Any new multi-unit establishment shall at the time of connection to the municipal water system 
either install a separate water meter or, at the City Manager's discretion on recommendation of the 
Public Works Supervisor, install a master meter for the establishment. 
(Ord. 252, passed 7-20-98) Penalty, see §10.99 
 
§ 52.35 CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE. 
 
(A)  Charges for water service to each premise within the City connected to the system shall be as 
prescribed by the most recent Resolution passed by the West Branch City Council that addresses water 
rates.  The structure of how charges for water services are calculated shall also be set by Resolution of 
Council, and said pricing structure may contain a ready-to-serve fee, fees related to debt service 
payments, tiered pricing based on meter size and/or gallons used, and any other price-setting 
mechanism that Council deems fair and viable.   
 
(B)  In September of each year, the City Council shall review current water rates and compare 
anticipated water revenues for the following fiscal year to anticipated water expenditures for the 
following fiscal year.  Capital improvement set aside amounts for water shall also be considered at that 
time.  Within 90 days of said annual review, the City Council shall vote to set the amount for capital 
improvement set asides for the water budget for the following fiscal year, with the Public Works 
Supervisor and City Manager providing recommendations regarding the same.  The amount for water 
capital improvement set asides approved by Council shall be utilized by the City Manager when creating 
the water budget for the following fiscal year.  The water capital improvement set aside amounts shall 
also be used by the Public Works Supervisor, the City Manager, and the Council to analyze whether 
current water rates are anticipated to generate enough revenue to cover all water expenditures for the 
following fiscal year, and if such an analysis indicates that revenues are not anticipated to cover 
expenditures for the following fiscal year, the City Council shall be required to have a vote within 30 
days of such a determination to decide whether rates need to be adjusted, and if so, what the new rates 
should be set at. 
 
(C)  Prior to a Council vote to adjust water rates, a public hearing must be held on the matter with such 
public hearing being noticed at least 60 days prior to Council voting on the subject. 
 
(D)  Following the holding of such a duly noticed public hearing, the City Council may vote to set water 
rates via Resolution of Council.  Water rates set in this manner shall remain in effect until modified by a 
subsequent Resolution approved by Council, except that at the beginning of each fiscal year the water 
rates in effect at that time shall automatically be adjusted by the City Treasurer either up or down to 
reflect the increase or decrease of inflation calculated as “Consumer Price Index (CPI) Inflation” by the 
United States Department of Labor’s ‘Bureau of Labor Statistics.’  An example of how this automatic 



 

 

adjustment will occur is as follows: effective July 1st of each year, without needing an additional vote of 
Council, water rates will be automatically adjusted by the percentage of CPI inflation for the period of 
January 1st of the preceding year compared to January 1st of the current year.  For instance, if inflation 
for the most recent year showed an increase of 1.8%, the City Treasurer would automatically increase 
water rates by 1.8% on July 1st of that year, with no need for Council to vote on the matter.  However, 
the City Treasurer shall calculate whether water rates are going to be adjusted in such a manner during 
the preparation of each year’s annual budget, and shall include a presentation of such anticipated 
adjustment to Council during the formulation of each year’s budget, and the City Treasurer shall likewise 
ensure that a public hearing on the subject is noticed at least 60 days prior to such automatic 
adjustment taking effect so that the public is afforded an opportunity to be heard on the matter, and so 
that Council has an opportunity to request that such matter be placed on the agenda prior to it 
automatically taking effect in the event that the City Council should desire to set the water rates at 
some other amount via formal Council Resolution. 
 
(E)  Any loss of water due to leakage, damage or other circumstances which causes higher than normal 
consumption may be appealed to the City Treasurer via procedures set by Administrative policy.  The 
City Treasurer’s determination on the matter may be appealed to the West Branch City Council provided 
that a written request for such an appeal is filed with the City Clerk within 30 days of the date upon 
which the City Treasurer’s determination was mailed to the last known address of the customer who 
filed the initial appeal. 
 
(F)  A tap fee shall be paid by each customer making connection to the water system.  Such fee shall be 
established by Resolution of the City Council and is intended to cover the cost of physical connection to 
the system and the privilege of connecting to the system. 
 
(Ord. 70, passed 7-7-52; Am. Ord. 157, passed 12-15-80; Am. Ord. 185, passed 12-1-86; Am. Ord. 217, 
passed 7-1-92; Am. Ord. 252, passed 7-20-98; Am. Ord. 07-06, passed 12-3-2007; Am. Ord. 09-03, passed 
9-8-2009; Am. Ord. 09-05, passed 10-5-2009; Am. Ord. 10-04, passed March 15, 2010; Ord. 11-02, 
passed 2-21-2011) 
 
§ 52.36  BILLING; PENALTY FOR LATE PAYMENT. 
Effective January 1, 2019, or as soon thereafter as may be practicable, water bills shall be rendered 
monthly during each operating year and shall represent charges for the period immediately preceding 
the date of rendering the bill.  The bills shall be due and payable within 30 days from the date thereof 
and all bills not paid when due shall be deemed delinquent and a penalty shall be added thereto and 
become due and owing as a part thereof.  The amount of the penalty for late payments shall be set at 
the rate of 10% of the amount of such late billing for the year 2019, and may be modified thereafter by 
Resolution of Council. 
(Ord. 185, passed 12-1-86; Am. Ord. 217, passed 7-1-92; Am. Ord. 10-02, passed 2-1-2010) 
 
§ 52.37  FIRE HYDRANT RATES. 
For water used through fire hydrants, the City shall pay a charge for each fire hydrant each year, which 
charge shall be paid annually in advance from the current funds of the City, or from proceeds of taxes 
which the City within constitutional limits, is hereby authorized and required to levy in an amount 
sufficient for that purpose.  The amount per fire hydrant that shall be paid each year shall be $135 for 
the year 2019, and may be modified thereafter by Resolution of Council. 
(Ord. 185, passed 12-1-86; Am. Ord. 217, passed 7-1-92; Am. Ord. 252, passed 7-20-98) 
 



 

 

§ 52.38  SPECIAL RATES. 
For miscellaneous services for which a special rate should be established, such rates shall be fixed by 
Resolution of the City Council. 
(Ord. 185, passed 12-1-86; Am. Ord. 217, passed 7-1-92; Am. Ord. 252, passed 7-20-98) 
 
§ 52.39  ENFORCEMENT; LIENS. 
The charges for water services, which are under the provisions of Act No. 178 of the Public Acts of 1939, 
as amended, being M.C.L.A. §123.161 - 123.167 are made a lien on all premises served thereby, unless 
notice is given that a tenant is responsible, whenever any such charge against any piece of property shall 
be delinquent for six months.  The City official, or officials in charge of the collection thereof, shall certify 
annually, on April 1 of each year, to the tax assessing officer of the City, the fact of such delinquency, 
whereupon such charge shall be by him entered upon the next tax roll as a charge against such 
premises, and the lien thereon enforced in the same manner as general City taxes against such premises 
are collected, and the lien thereon enforced.  However, where notice is given that a tenant is 
responsible for such charges, as provided by Section 21, Act 94, Public Acts of Michigan, 1933, no further 
service shall be rendered such premises until a cash deposit of not less than $12 shall have been made 
as security for payment of such charges.  The cash deposit required of tenants shall equal the amount 
typically charged to a similar customer for six months of service. 
(Ord. 185, passed 12-1-86) 
 
§ 52.40  SHUTTING OFF OR DISCONTINUING SERVICE; TURN-ON CHARGE. 
In addition to other remedies provided, the City shall have the right to shut off and discontinue the 
supply of water to any premises for the nonpayment of water charges when due.  If such charges are 
not paid within 30 days after the first day of the month next succeeding the month in which such 
charges are billed, then water service to such premises shall be discontinued.  A warning notice shall be 
attached to the door of the premises affected prior to actual discontinuation of service.  A shut-off fee 
shall be added to the sum then due for notice of shut off.  Water services so discontinued shall not be 
restored until all sums then due and owing shall be paid, plus a turn-on charge.  Amounts to be charged 
for shut-off fees and turn-on charges shall be set by Resolution of Council. 
(Ord. 185, passed 12-1-80; Am. Ord. 217, passed 7-1-92) 
 
§ 52.41  FREE SERVICE PROHIBITED. 
No free service shall be furnished by the system to any person, firm or corporation, public or private, or 
to any public agency or instrumentality. 
(Ord. 70, passed 7-7-52) 
 
§ 52.42  ESTIMATION OF RATES; REVISEMENT. 
The rates hereby fixed are estimated to be sufficient to provide for the payment of the expenses of 
administration and operation and such expenses for maintenance and improvement of the system as 
are necessary to preserve the same in good repair and working order, to provide for the payment of the 
interest upon and the principal of all the bonds as and when the same become due and payable, and the 
creation of the reserve therefore required by this subchapter, and to provide for such other expenditure 
of funds for the system as this subchapter may require.  The rates shall be fixed and revised from time to 
time as may be necessary to produce these amounts, and it is hereby covenanted and agreed at all 
times to fix and maintain such rates for services furnished by the system as shall be sufficient to provide 
for the foregoing. 
(Ord. 70, passed 7-7-52) 
 



 

 

§ 52.43  OPERATING BASIS. 
The system shall be operated on the basis of an operating year commencing July 1 and ending on June 
30. 
(Ord. 70, passed 7-7-52) 
 
§ 52.44  REVENUES OF SYSTEM. 
(A)  The revenues of the system are hereby ordered to be set aside, as collected, and deposited in a bank 
duly qualified to do business in the state, in an account to be designated Water Supply System Receiving 
Fund (hereinafter referred to as the Receiving Fund), and the revenues so deposited are pledged for the 
purpose of the following funds and shall be transferred from the Receiving Fund periodically in the 
manner and at the times hereinafter specified. 
 
(1)  Operation and Maintenance Fund. 
 
(a)  Out of the revenues in the Receiving Fund there shall be first set aside, quarterly, into separate 
depositary account designated Operation and Maintenance Fund, a sum sufficient to provide for the 
payment of the next quarter's current expenses of administration and operation of the system and such 
current expenses for the maintenance thereof as may be necessary to preserve the same in good repair 
and working order. 
 
(b)  The City Council, prior to the commencement of each operating year, shall adopt a budget covering 
the foregoing expenses for each year, and such total expenses shall not exceed the total amount 
specified in the budget, except by a vote of five-sevenths of the members of the City Council. 
 
(2)  Replacement Fund.  There shall next be established and maintained a separate depositary account 
designated as the Replacement Fund, which shall be used solely for the purpose of making major 
repairs, replacements, and improvements to the system for which funds in the Operation and 
Maintenance Fund are not available or sufficient.   There shall be deposited into that Fund, in quarterly 
installments, after providing for all requirements of the Operation and Maintenance Fund and the Bond 
and Interest Redemption Fund (including the Bond Reserve Account) all of the revenues of the 
system.  If at any time it shall be necessary to use moneys in the Fund for such purpose, the moneys so 
used shall be replaced from the net revenues in the Receiving fund which are not required by this 
subchapter to be used for the Operation and Maintenance Fund or the Bond and Interest Redemption 
Fund (including the Bond Reserve Account). 
 
(B)  In the event the moneys in the Receiving Fund are insufficient to provide for the current 
requirements of the Operation and Maintenance Fund any moneys and/or securities in other funds of 
the system shall be transferred, to the Operation and Maintenance Fund to the extent of any deficit 
therein. 
(Ord. 70, passed 7-7-52) 
 
§ 52.45  INVESTMENTS. 
Moneys in the Bond and Interest Redemption Fund over and above those being accumulated for the 
payment of principal and interest next maturing and moneys in any other fund except the Receiving 
Fund and the Operation and Maintenance Fund may be invested in obligations of the United States of 
America.  In the event such investments are made, the securities representing the same shall be kept on 
deposit with the bank or trust company having on deposit the fund or funds which the purchase was 
made.  Income received from such investments shall be credited to the fund from which the 



 

 

investments were made. 
(Ord. 70, passed 7-7-52) 
 
§ 52.46  OWNER TERMINATION OF SERVICE. 
Property owners, according to City tax records, may remove their name from an account, and cause shut 
off of the water at their premises.  If the premises are not occupied by the owner, the occupant shall be 
given 14 days’ notice that the owner has requested that water services be terminated. 
(Ord. 217, passed 7-1-92) 
 
§ 52.47  OCCUPANT DEPOSIT. 
Water customers not property owners, according to the City tax records, shall pay a deposit as 
guarantee of payment to equal a two month estimated rate as determined by the City 
Treasurer.  Deposits shall be placed in escrow by the City Treasurer to guarantee payment of future 
water bills.  When an individual who has made such a deposit wishes to terminate water service, two 
methods of refund are available.  The depositor may pay all outstanding utility charges and receive a 
complete refund, or the depositor may allow outstanding charges to be deducted from the deposit and 
receive the balance as a refund.  Depositors shall not earn interest on deposits. 
(Ord. 217, passed 7-1-92; Am. Ord. 252, passed 7-20-98) 
 
§ 52.48  ENFORCEMENT. 
The charges for water services which are under the provisions of Act No. 178 of the Public Acts of 1939, 
as amended, being M.C.L.A.  §123.161 - 123.167 shall be a lien on all premises served 
thereby.  Whenever any such charge against any piece of property shall be delinquent for six months, 
the City official or officials in charge of the collection thereof shall certify annually, by May 15th of each 
year, to the tax assessing officer of the County, the fact of such delinquency, whereupon such charge 
shall be entered upon the next tax roll as a charge against such premises, and the lien thereon enforced 
in the same manner as general City taxes.  The City may institute suit before a competent court for the 
collection of such charges, and shall also have all powers and rights granted to cities by Act 178 of the 
Public Acts of 1939, as amended.  When a customer has made a two quarter estimated deposit into a 
City escrow account, as provided herein, delinquent amounts due to the City may be collected from that 
account as payment for water service.  The City shall make every reasonable attempt to return excess 
funds to the party making the original deposit. 
(Ord. 217, passed 7-1-92) 

 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY BENNETT, TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$140,051.43. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 



 

 

 
A special event request was submitted on behalf of Chamber Director Heather Neuhaus to have the 
Santa Train do a slow “Drive By” in which they would have Santa and others waive as the train goes 
through town.  It was also noted that they would like to try and get West Branch as an actual stop on the 
route next year. 
  

MOTION BY BENNETT, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE SANTA “DRIVE BY” SPECIAL 
EVENT PERMIT AND TO APPROVE A ROAD CLOSURE IF DEEMED NECESSARY. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Manager Grace noted that she has had discussions with John Iacoangeli of Project Rising Tide on the 
City’s current blight enforcement and that he recommended some changes to our current policy that 
would revolve around the City of Monroe’s which recently had theirs litigated and were successful.  In 
addition, he recommended forming a Blight Enforcement Committee.  Manager Grace noted that they 
currently do not have anyone that has applied for the committee and noted she would repost the 
opening. 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY BENNETT, TO APPROVE MOVING FORWARD ON THE 
CREATION OF A BLIGHT ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE AND THE CREATION OF A NEW BLIGHT 
ENFORCEMENT POLICY THAT WOULD BE BASED ON THE CITY OF MONROE’S. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Manager Grace updated Council on a Wellhead Protection grant opportunity through MDEQ that would 
focus on community education and outreach about the importance of protecting the wellhead area.  
She noted that the program would cost $7,350 to run and the grant would require the City to spend 
$3,500 and MDEQ would pay the remaining $3,850. 
 

MOTION BY BENNETT, SECOND BY TUTTLE, TO APPROVE MOVING FORWARD WITH THE MDEQ 
WELLHEAD PROTECTION GRANT. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 



 

 

Manager Grace noted that with the help of Michigan Work’s Mandi Chasey and due to the City’s 
involvement in Project Rising Tide another grant opportunity called the “Going Pro” staff training grant 
and it is for a grant for training of City staff in the amount of $26,300 in which there would be no cost to 
the City.  She further noted that it was a grant through the State of Michigan and was usually only 
available to for private employers.  
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY BENNETT, TO APPROVE MANAGER GRACE TO SIGN THE 
APPLICATION AND MOVE FORWARD WITH THE “GOING PRO” STAFF TRAINING GRANT. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manager Grace noted another grant that the City was eligible for was the CEDAM “Rising Tide 
Fellowship” Grant program.  This grant would put a full time worker for one year in the City at no cost to 
the City to assist in any Project Rising Tide Development projects. 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY WEILER, TO APPROVE THE CEDAM RISING TIDE 
FELLOWSHIP GRANT AND ALLOW THE WORKER TO BE PLACED IN THE CITY. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manager Grace noted that she has had meetings with PRT’s John Iacoangeli and some developers who 
are interested in developing market rate housing options in the City.  During discussions, the possibility 
of offering a PILOT program was discussed and Mr. Iacoangeli is looking into this possibility.  The PILOT 
program would allow for a tax incentive for new development of housing complexes.  Manager Grace 
asked Council if they would be open to the idea of a PILOT program and that anything would be brought 
back to Council for approval once something is developed.   
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY TUTTLE, TO APPROVE THE CITY MANAGER TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK TOWARDS A HOUSING PILOT PROGRAM. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY BENNETT, TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO 
MCL 15.268(d), TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OF NEW REAL PROPERTY. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 



 

 

 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO GO BACK INTO OPEN SESSION. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS AND TO 
SIGN ANY OPTIONS TO PURCHASE PROPERTY BASED ON AN AMOUNT UP TO TWICE THE SEV 
VALUE OF THE PROPERTY. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY BENNETT, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY 
OF MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD OCTOBER 1, 2018. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE TREASURER’S 
REPORT AND INVESTMENT SUMMARY; THE MINUTES FROM THE ELECTION BOARD MEETING 
HELD SEPTEMBER 3, 2018; THE MINUTES FROM THE DDA BOARD MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 
25, 2018; AND THE SEPTEMBER POLICE REPORT. 

 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

A Charter cable lineup communication was shared 

A Comprenew electronic recycling letter was shared. 

A Michigan state wide ballot proposal forum was shared. 



 

 

A letter for the West Branch Chamber “Meet the Candidate” forum was shared. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Member Bennett updated Council on a session she attended at the recent MML conference about the 
legalization of marijuana and that the City would need to be proactive in how they want to handle the 
treatment of recreational marijuana in case it passes at the November election.  Manager Grace noted 
she will be attending a MML conference on October 23rd about this issue. 
 
Member Schaiberger reminded everyone about the “Meet the Candidate” event and asked to have the 
date confirmed because it shows two different dates on the flyer.  He also noted he recently attended 
and encouraged people to attend a State wide ballot proposal seminar and that they are very 
informative. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY BENNETT, TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF 
MARYANNE STEELMAN TO THE ELECTION BOARD TO FILL THE OPEN SEAT WITH THE CURRENT 
TERM TO END JUNE 30, 2019. 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Mayor Lawrence updated Council on the Enbridge gas pipeline meeting she recently attended. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO EXCUSE THE ABSENCE OF COUNCIL 
MEMBER MIKE JACKSON 
 
Yes –– Bennett, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Tuttle, Weiler 
 
No – None                         Absent – Jackson                             Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manager Grace noted that Project Rising Tide has been going well and there are lots of new projects 

coming. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Chief Walters noted he recently attended a MERS conference on behalf of the City and noted that MERS 

is anticipating a rate increase.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 



 

 

 

Mayor Lawrence adjourned the meeting at 7:58 pm. 

 

 

______________________________                                    _____________________________ 

Denise Lawrence, Mayor                                                         John Dantzer, Clerk 
 


